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Pomegranate husk as an adsorbent in the removal of toxic
chromium from wastewater
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The use of a new sorbent developed from the husk of pomegranate, a famous fruit in Egypt, for the
removal of toxic chromium from aqueous solution has been investigated. The batch experiment was
conducted to determine the adsorption capacity of the pomegranate husk. The effects of initial metal
concentration (25 and 50 mg l−1), pH, contact time, and sorbent concentration (2–6 g l−1) have been
studied at room temperature. A strong dependence of the adsorption capacity on pH was observed, the
capacity increased as the pH decreased, and the optimum pH value was pH 1.0.Adsorption equilibrium
and kinetics were studied with different sorbent and metal concentrations. The adsorption process
was fast, and equilibrium was reached within 3 h. The maximum removal was 100% for 25 mg l−1 of
Cr6+ concentration on 5 g l−1 pomegranate husk concentration, and the maximum adsorption capacity
was 10.59 mg g−1. The kinetic data were analysed using various kinetic models—pseudo-first-order,
pseudo-second-order, Elovich, and intraparticle diffusion equations—and the equilibrium data were
tested using several isotherm models, Langmuir, Freundlich, Tempkin, Dubinin–Radushkevich, and
Generalized isotherm equations. The Elovich and pseudo-second-order equations provided the greatest
accuracy for the kinetic data, while Langmuir and Generalized isotherm models were the closest fit
for the equilibrium data. The activation energy of sorption has also been evaluated as 0.236 and
0.707 kJ mol−1 for 25 and 50 mg l−1 chromium concentration, respectively.

Keywords: Pomegranate husk; Toxic chromium; Kinetics; Isotherm; Adsorption; Wastewater

1. Introduction

The contact of industrial pollutants with aquatic ecosystems leads to a risk directly related to the
existence of hazardous substances which could have potential negative effects on the biological
balance of natural environments. Risk is the probability of appearance of toxic effects after an
organism’s exposure to hazardous substances. In the context of industrial wastewater discharge
into the aquatic ecosystem, exposure to hazardous substances, particularly toxic heavy metals,
dyes, non-metabolized pharmaceuticals, hydrocarbons, organochlorines, aromatic amines, and
radionuclides requires the consideration of possible risks for aquatic organisms. The fate
of pollutants in the aquatic environment has been well documented. The most important
regulations from national and international environmental commission fall under the context
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410 A. El Nemr

of risk management concerning human health, and also the management of those concerning
the biological balance of natural ecosystems. Ecosystems which may be affected by industrial
wastewater are represented by air, soils, surface, and ground water. All biota living in these
ecosystems could be affected by exposure to industrial effluents.

Owing to the considerable effects of industrial wastewater on the ecology of the water
system, the importance of removing pollutants from industrial wastewater has grown as a
consequence of rapid industrialization. Several industries (i.e. paint and pigment manufac-
ture, corrosion control, stainless steel production, chrome plating, leather tanning, fertilizers,
textile, photography, and wood preservation) discharge effluents containing toxic chromium
to surface water. Chromium (Cr) was first discovered in the Siberian red lead ore (crocoite)
in 1798 by the French chemist Vauquelin [1]. Chromium is a transition element located in
group VI-B of the periodic table with a ground-state electronic configuration of Ar 3d54s1.
Trivalent and hexavalent species are the stable forms of chromium, while the other valence
states are unstable and short-lived in biological systems. Cr(VI) usually occurs associated with
oxygen as chromate (CrO2−

4 ) or dichromate (Cr2O2−
7 ) oxyanions [2]. Hexavalent chromium is

considered the most toxic form of chromium, is suspected of being a carcinogen material, and
is quite soluble in the aqueous phase almost over the entire pH range in the natural environ-
ment. Therefore, as an example, US regulations have set the following limits for chromium
discharges: 170 mg l−1 of Cr(III) and 0.050 mg l−1 of Cr(VI) and USEPA drinking-water reg-
ulations limit the total chromium in drinking-water to less than or equal to 0.1 mg l−1 [3, 4].
Accidental chromium ingestion causes stomach upsets, ulcers, kidney and liver damage, and
even death. Established methods for the removal of chromium oxyanion from wastewater
include precipitation, electrochemical reduction, ion exchange, filtration, electrodeposition,
membrane technology, reverse osmosis, and adsorption [5]. However, most of these methods
have many disadvantages including incomplete metal removal, use of expensive equipment,
energy requirements, and production of toxic sludge and other disposal waste products [6–8].
Adsorption remains the most economical and widely used process for removal of toxic pol-
lutants from wastewater. It is by far the most widely used process for the removal of toxic
metal ions from aqueous solution. Many reports have appeared on the production of low-cost
adsorbents using cheaper and readily available materials [9–16].

The objective of the present study is to evaluate the capacity of a new low-cost adsorbent
from pomegranate husk to remove toxic chromium from different aqueous solutions. The
batch adsorption process was used to evaluate the maximum adsorption capacity, and several
isotherm and kinetic models were used to evaluate the adsorbent. Condition parameters such as
pH, contact time, initial metal ion concentrations, and sorbent concentration were considered.
The effect of the saline water and wastewater on the adsorption of Cr(VI) was also investigated.

2. Materials and methods

2.1 Biomass

Pomegranate husk (PGH) was collected in the northern part of Egypt and washed with tap
water then distilled water, and oven-dried at 105 ◦C for 3 d. The dried PGH was milled and
sieved, and particles ≤0.2 mm were selected for investigation.

2.2 Preparation of chromium solution and analysis

A stock solution of Cr(VI) (1000 mg l−1) was obtained by dissolving 2.8289 g of K2Cr2O7

salt in 1000 ml of distilled water, and the solution was used for further experimental solution
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Pomegranate husk as an adsorbent 411

preparation. Concentrations ranging between 5 and 150 mg l−1 were prepared from the stock
solution to obtain the standard curve. The pH values were adjusted with 0.1 M HCl or 0.1 M
NaOH. All adsorption experiments were carried out at room temperature (25 ± 2 ◦C), and
analytical-grade reagents were used throughout this study. The Cr(VI) content in the sorp-
tion medium was determined spectrophotometrically using a double-beam spectrophotometer
(Milton Roy, Sectronic 21D). The red-violet-coloured complex of chromium with diphenyl
carbazide was read at 540 nm [17, 18].

2.3 Simulation studies

Synthetic sea water was prepared by dissolving 35 g of NaCl in 1000 ml of distilled water, and
the resulting solution was used for the dissolving of K2Cr2O7, instead of distilled water used
above. Different concentrations of Cr were prepared from the synthetic sea water [11].

Natural sea water was collected from Eastern Harbor, Alexandria, Egypt and filtered using
Whatman filter paper. Clear natural sea water was used instead of distilled water to prepare
different concentrations of K2Cr2O7 [11].

Wastewater was collected from El-Emoum drain located near Lake Maruit, Alexandria,
Egypt. This receives several industrial effluents and agriculture drains from the Alexandria
Governorate. The collected wastewater was filtered through Whatman filter paper to remove
suspended particulates and used to prepare different chromium concentrations [11].

2.4 Batch biosorption studies

2.4.1 Effect of pH. The initial pH values were adjusted to 1.0, 2.1, 3.1, 5.2, 6.3, and 8.2
with 0.1 M HCl or 0.1 M NaOH. The effect of initial pH on the chromium ions adsorption
onto PGH was determined at 25 mg l−1 initial chromium concentration with 0.5 g/100 ml PGH
mass at 25 ± 2 ◦C for 3 h equilibrium time using an agitation speed of 200 rpm.

2.4.2 Effect of PGH dose. The effect of sorbent dose on the removal of Cr(VI) was studied
using PGH concentrations of 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 g l−1 by shaking with 25 and 50 mg l−1 of Cr
concentration for 3 h and was determined from the amount of Cr adsorbed.

2.4.3 Kinetics studies. Kinetics studies were achieved at solution pH 1.0 by mixing PGH
(0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, and 0.6 g) with 100 ml of Cr(VI) solution (25 and 50 mg l−1) and shaken
at room temperature (25 ± 2 ◦C) for 3 h. Samples of 1.0 ml were collected from the duplicate
flasks at different time intervals, centrifuged for 5 min, and the supernatants analysed for
residual Cr concentration.

2.4.4 Adsorption isotherm. Adsorption isotherm experiments were carried out at room
temperature by agitating PGH (0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, and 0.6 g) with 100 ml of Cr(VI) (25 and
50 mg l−1) for 3 h at pH 1.0, and then the reaction mixture was analysed for the residual Cr
concentration. All the experiments were duplicated, and only the mean values are reported.
The maximum deviation observed was less than 5%.

The amount of Cr(VI) adsorbed onto PGH (qe, mg g−1) was calculated using the following
equation:

qe = (C0 − Ce) × V

W
, (1)
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412 A. El Nemr

where C0 and Ce are the initial and equilibrium liquid-phase concentrations (mg l−1) of Cr(VI),
respectively, V is the volume of the solution (l), and W is the weight of the PGH used (g).

3. Results and discussion

3.1 Effect of pH of Cr(VI) solution

The effect of pH on the adsorption of Cr(VI) by PGH is presented in figure 1. The maximum
removal of Cr by PGH was observed at pH 1 and pH 2 as 100% and 95%, respectively. When
the initial pH of the solution was increased from 2.0 to 6.3, the percentage removal decreased
from 95 to 31%. The maximum adsorption of Cr(VI) occurred at low pH, and this can be
attributed to the chromium species and the functional group present in the PGH surface. The
CrO2−

4 is the predominant species in basic solution, and the predominant species of chromium
at acidic pH are Cr2O2−

7 , HCrO−
4 , Cr3O2−

10 , and Cr4O2−
13 [19–21]. The surface of the PGH

became highly protonated under acidic conditions that favoured the adsorption of Cr(VI)
in the anionic form. The increase in pH value (towards basic solution) caused a decrease
in protonation of the surface, which led to a decrease in the net positive surface potential
of sorbent. This decreased the electrostatic forces between sorbent and sorbate, leading to
reduced sorption capacity [22]. Moreover, as the pH value increased, there was competition
between OH− and chromate ions.

3.2 Influence of contact time

Figure 2 shows the percentage removal of Cr(VI) at initial chromium concentrations of 25 and
50 mg l−1, respectively, at pH 1.0. The results showed that more than 50% removal of Cr(VI)
occurred in the first 30 min, and thereafter the rate of adsorption was rather slow. The removal
of Cr(VI) by PGH was 100% and 91% for 25 and 50 mg l−1 of initial Cr concentrations,
respectively. The rate of Cr binding with PGH was faster in the initial stages and gradually
decreased and remained almost constant after 3 h. The slow rate of Cr adsorption after the first
60 min can be attributed to the slow pore diffusion of the Cr ion into the bulk of the PGH.

Figure 1. Effect of system pH on adsorption of Cr(VI) (25 mg l−1) onto PGH (0.5 g/100 ml) at 25 ± 2 ◦C.
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Pomegranate husk as an adsorbent 413

Figure 2. Effect of contact time on the removal of different initial concentrations of Cr(VI) using PGH
(0.5 g/100 ml) at pH 1.0.

3.3 Influence of initial chromium concentration and PGH dose

The adsorption experiments at initial chromium concentrations 25 and 50 mg l−1 were also
performed with PGH doses (0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, and 0.6 g/100 ml), and the results are reported
in figure 3. Chromium removal decreased, whereas the initial concentration of chromium
increased from 25 to 50 mg l−1, and this can be explained by the limited number of active sites
of the PGH, which would be rapidly saturated. The increasing of the initial metal concentration
resulted in a decrease in the initial rate of external diffusion and an increase in the intraparticle
diffusion rate.

Figure 3. Effect of PGH concentration on Cr(VI) removal (C0: 25 and 50 mg l−1, pH 1.0, agitation speed: 200 rpm,
temperature: 25 ± 2 ◦C) and effect of mass (ms) of PGH on qe of Cr(VI) (C0: 25 and 50 mg l−1, pH 1.0, agitation
speed: 200 rpm, temperature: 25 ± 2 ◦C).
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414 A. El Nemr

The process of metal adsorption first began with the encounter of the metal ions with
the boundary layer; then they diffused from the boundary layer film into the PGH surface.
Finally, the metal ions diffused into the porous structure of the PGH, and this process took
a relatively longer contact time. Figure 3 shows that the amount of Cr adsorbed on PGH at
a lower initial concentration of chromium was smaller than the corresponding amount when
higher initial concentrations were used. The percentage removal of chromium is higher at lower
initial chromium concentrations and vice versa, which clearly indicates that the adsorption of
chromium from its aqueous solution was dependent on its initial concentration.

In order to investigate the influence of PGH mass on the amount of chromium adsorp-
tion, different PGH masses (from 0.2 to 0.6 g/100 ml using 25 and 50 mg l−1 of initial
chromium concentrations, respectively) were utilized at room temperature (figure 3). The
amount of chromium adsorbed at equilibrium, qe, decreased with increasing PGH mass dose,
whereas it increased with increasing initial metal concentration at all investigated PGH doses.
The increase in chromium removal with increasing of adsorbent dose can be attributed to
the increased surface area and sorption sites, whereas the decrease in adsorption capacity
with the increasing of the adsorbent dose can be related to the reduction in effective surface area.

3.4 Adsorption isotherm investigation

The capacity of an adsorbent can be obtained from the adsorption isotherm that is character-
ized by certain constant values that express the surface properties and affinity of the adsorbent.
The adsorption isotherm models can also be used to compare the adsorptive capacities of the
adsorbent for different pollutants. Different isotherm models were used for investigating the
equilibrium data to find a suitable model that can be used for the design process. The mod-
els used to study the adsorption of chromium by PGH are Langmuir, Freundlich, Tempkin,
Dubinin–Radushkevich, and Generalized isotherm equations. The correlation coefficients
generally suggest the applicability of isotherm equations.

3.4.1 Langmuir isotherm. The most widely used isotherm equation for modelling the
equilibrium is the Langmuir equation [23, 24] since it has been used extensively for the
adsorption of heavy metals, dyes, organic pollutants, and gases onto activated carbon, clay, and
agriculture wastes. The Langmuir equation is valid for monolayer sorption onto a surface of a
finite number of identical sites. It assumes uniform energies of adsorption on the surface and
no transmigration of sorbate in the plane of the surface [25, 26]. The Langmuir isotherm model
suggests an estimation to the maximum adsorption capacity occurred by complete monolayer
adsorption on the adsorbent surface. The Langmuir equation can be expressed in the following
non-linear form:

qe = QmKaCe

1 + KaCe
, (2)

where Ce and qe are defined in equation (1); Ka is adsorption equilibrium constant (l mg−1) that
is related to the apparent energy of adsorption; and Qm is the maximum monolayer capacity
of the adsorbent (mg g−1). Equation (2) can be linearized into the following form [27, 28]:

Ce

qe
= 1

KaQm
+ 1

Qm
× Ce. (3)

Table 1 shows the results obtained from the linear form of Langmuir equation for the
adsorption of Cr(VI) onto PGH. The correlation coefficients for the linear form of Langmuir
model are R2 = 1.00, with form 1 being the best fitted for the equilibrium data site R2 = 1.000.
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Pomegranate husk as an adsorbent 415

Table 1. Comparison of the coefficients isotherm parameters for chromium
adsorption onto PGH.

Cr(VI) concentrations

Isotherm model Isotherm parameter 25 mg l−1 50 mg l−1

Langmuir Qm (mg g−1) 8.77 10.35
Ka × 103 (l mg−1) 2.23 7.32

R2 1.000 1.000
Freundlich nF 7.30 20.83

KF 6.32 8.93
R2 0.977 0.951

Tempkin AT 1.19 8.84 × 108

BT 3.38 0.43
bT 733 5762
R2 0.925 0.967

Dubinin–Radushkevich Qm 8.15 10.09
K × 105 9.00 1.00

E (kJ mol−1) 0.236 0.707
R2 0.961 0.959

Generalized isotherm Nb 0.983 0.539
KG 0.439 0.115
R2 0.996 0.999

Figure 4. Plot of Ce vs. qe experimental and calculated using different isotherm models: Langmuir, Freundlich,
Tempkin, Dubinin–Radushkevich (D–R) and generalized isotherm models for Cr(VI) (50 mg l−1) adsorbed onto PGH
(2–6 g l−1) at room temperature (25 ± 2 ◦C).

Figure 4 shows the applicability of the Langmuir isotherm model. The maximum monolayer
capacity Qm obtained from the Langmuir model was 10.6 mg g−1, which is comparable with
the adsorption capacities of some other adsorbent materials [9].

3.4.2 Freundlich isotherm. The first known relationship explaining the adsorption pro-
cess is the Freundlich isotherm theory [29]. It has been widely adopted to characterize the
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416 A. El Nemr

adsorption experiments but unfortunately provides no information on the monolayer adsorp-
tion capacity, in contrast to the Langmuir model. The Freundlich isotherm equation describes
the ratio of the amount of solute adsorbed onto a given mass of sorbent to the concentration
of the solute in the solution and is applicable to the adsorption on heterogeneous surfaces
with interaction between adsorbed molecules. Therefore, it can be employed to describe the
heterogeneous systems and can be expressed as follows:

qe = KFC
1/nF
e , (4)

where KF is the Freundlich constant (the relative adsorption capacity of the adsorbent related
to the bonding energy) and can be defined as the adsorption or distribution coefficient. It
represents the quantity of metal adsorbed onto adsorbent for unit equilibrium concentration.
The constant nF is the heterogeneity factor that represents the deviation from linearity of
adsorption as follows: (1) nF = 1: the adsorption is linear; (2) nF < 1: the adsorption process
is chemical; (3) nF > 1: the adsorption is a favourable physical process [26]. Equation (4)
can be linearized via logarithms in the form of equation (5), and the constants can be
determined:

log qe = log KF + 1

nF
log Ce. (5)

A plot of log(qe) vs. log(Ce) of Freundlich equation and from the obtained figure KF can
be obtained from the intercept value (log KF (mg1−1/n l1/n g−1)), and nF can be estimated
from the slope (1/nF; table 1). The correlation coefficients, R2 = 0.951 and 0.977 for 50 and
25 mg l−1 initial chromium concentrations, respectively, showed that the Freundlich model
was less applicable than the Langmuir model (figure 4). This indicates that the experimental
data fitted well to the Freundlich model, and the nF values = 7.3 and 20.83 suggest that the
adsorption of Cr(VI) onto PGH is a favourable physical process [26].

3.4.3 Tempkin isotherm. The adsorbing species–adsorbate interactions can be explained
using the Tempkin isotherm equation [30]. It is based on the assumption that the heat of
adsorption of all the molecules in the layer decreases linearly with coverage due to adsorbate–
adsorbate repulsions, and the adsorption is a uniform distribution of maximum binding energy
[31]. In addition, it assumes that the fall in the heat of sorption is linear rather than loga-
rithmic, as implied in the Freundlich equation. It is commonly expressed in the following
equation (6) [32–34]:

qe = RT

bT

ln(AT Ce) (non-linear form) (6)

qe = BT ln AT + BT ln Ce, (linear form) (7)

where BT = (RT)/bT , T is the absolute temperature (K), and R is the universal gas constant,
8.314 J mol−1 K−1. The constant bT is related to the heat of adsorption; AT is the equilib-
rium binding constant (l min−1) corresponding to the maximum binding energy [35, 36]. The
adsorption data can be analysed according to equation (7) from a plot of qe vs. ln Ce followed
by determination of the isotherm constants AT and bT and correlation coefficients (table 1).
The correlation coefficients are 0.925 and 0.967 for 25 and 50 mg l−1 chromium concentra-
tions, respectively. These values suggest that the Tempkin isotherm is less applicable than
the Langmuir and Freundlich models. This can be clearly observed in the figure 4, when the
calculated qe values are not similar to those obtained from the experimental work.
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Pomegranate husk as an adsorbent 417

3.4.4 Dubinin–Radushkevich isotherm. The Dubinin–Radushkevich (D–R) model [37]
is another equation used in the analysis of isotherms. While it does not assume a homogeneous
surface or constant sorption potential, this model is applied to estimate the porosity apparent
free energy and the characteristics of adsorption. It has commonly been applied in the following
forms [38–40]:

qe = Qm exp(−Kε2) (non-linear form) (8)

ln qe = ln Qm − Kε2 (linear form), (9)

where K is a constant related to the adsorption energy and Qm the maximum adsorption
capacity. ε can be calculated from equation (10):

ε = RT ln

(
1 + 1

Ce

)
, (10)

The plot of ln qe vs. ε2 for the experimental data for the adsorption of Cr(VI) by PGH
gave the constants K (mol2 (kJ2)−1) and Qm (mg g−1) by calculation from the slope and the
intercept, respectively (table 1). The mean free energy of adsorption (E) is the free energy
change when 1 mol of ion transferred from infinity in solution to the surface of the sorbent. E
is calculated from the K value using equation (11) [41]:

E = 1√
(2K)

. (11)

The correlation coefficients values were 0.961 and 0.959 for 25 and 50 mg l−1 chromium
concentrations, respectively, and suggested that the D–R model also fitted the experimen-
tal data less well in comparison with the Langmuir and Freundlich models. However, the
maximum capacity, Qm, obtained from the D–R isotherm model for adsorption of Cr(VI), is
comparable with that obtained from the Langmuir model. This finding may be explained by
the applicability of the D–R isotherm model to the adsorption of chromium into PGH, since the
calculated qe from D–R isotherm is comparable with that obtained from the experimental work
(figure 4).

3.4.5 Generalized isotherm equation. A generalized isotherm equation was tested for
correlation of the equilibrium data [42–44]. The linear form of the generalized isotherm is:

log

[
Qm

qe
− 1

]
= log KG − Nb log Ce, (12)

where, KG is the saturation constant (mg l−1); Nb the cooperative binding constant; Qm the
maximum adsorption capacity of the adsorbent (mg g−1) (obtained from Langmuir isotherm
model); qe (mg g−1) and Ce (mg l−1) are the equilibrium chromium concentrations in the solid
and liquid phases, respectively. Plot of log[(Qm/qe) − 1] vs. log Ce; the intercept gave log KG,
and the slope gave Nb constants. Parameters related to each isotherm were determined by using
linear regression analysis, and the square of the correlation coefficients (R2) was calculated
(table 1). Apparently, the generalized adsorption isotherm represents the equilibrium data
reasonably well (figure 4). The exponent (KG) was 0.439 and 0.115 for 25 and 50 mg l−1

chromium concentrations, respectively, which reflects the fact that the generalized isotherm
approximates to the Langmuir expression. The data reported in tables 2 and 3 showed that
most of the isotherm models tested are in accordance with the experimental data obtained for
the adsorption of Cr(VI) on PGH.
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Table 2. Comparison of the first- and second-order adsorption rate constants and calculated and experimental qe values for different initial chromium and PGH concentrations.

Parameter First-order kinetic model Second-order kinetic model

PGH conc. (g l−1) Cr(VI) (mg l−1) qe (exp.) k1 × 103 qe (calc.) R2 k2 × 103 qe (calc.) h (mg g−1 min−1) R2

2.0 25 8.33 14.97 8.71 0.990 2.44 8.44 0.17 0.998
50 10.38 8.29 8.32 0.852 1.80 10.20 0.19 0.995

3.0 25 7.43 21.65 6.82 0.980 3.00 8.99 0.24 0.998
50 10.11 19.35 10.39 0.957 1.86 10.40 0.20 0.999

4.0 25 6.02 28.79 5.14 0.980 7.93 6.68 0.35 0.998
50 10.06 17.96 7.84 0.985 3.01 10.17 0.31 0.998

5.0 25 5.00 37.08 2.66 0.939 26.16 5.25 0.72 1.000
50 9.07 21.65 7.68 0.985 3.84 9.33 0.33 0.999

6.0 25 4.17 49.05 2.28 0.912 47.13 4.31 0.87 1.000
50 8.29 23.72 5.66 0.986 7.25 8.56 0.53 1.000
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Pomegranate husk as an adsorbent 419

Table 3. Parameters obtained from Elovich kinetics model and intraparticle diffusion
model using different initial Cr(VI) concentrations and PGH doses.

Elovich Intraparticle diffusion

PGH dose (g l−1) Cr(VI) conc. β α R2 Kdif BL R2

2.0 25 0.33 0.25 0.995 0.62 0.05 0.993
50 0.56 0.93 0.987 0.80 0.24 0.965

3.0 25 0.51 0.54 0.994 0.52 1.02 0.938
50 0.33 0.48 0.998 0.72 0.76 0.991

4.0 25 0.72 0.82 0.995 0.36 1.77 0.915
50 0.44 1.10 0.994 0.65 2.13 0.965

5.0 25 1.17 3.40 0.986 0.16 3.20 0.743
50 0.44 0.77 0.995 0.53 2.45 0.955

6.0 25 1.34 2.77 0.991 0.11 3.93 0.611
50 0.60 1.71 0.992 0.42 3.23 0.892

3.5 Adsorption kinetic considerations

The dynamics of the adsorption reaction in terms of the order of the rate constant can be
understood by studying the kinetic of the adsorption. Batch experiments were conducted
to study the rate of Cr (25 and 50 mg l−1) adsorption by PGH (2–6 g l−1) at pH 1. Several
models were studied to examine the rate-controlling steps of the adsorption process such as
chemical reaction, diffusion control and mass transfer. The pseudo-first-order [45], pseudo-
second-order [46], Elovich [47–49], and intraparticle diffusion [50, 51] kinetic models were
used for the adsorption of Cr on PGH, and their applicability was expressed by the correlation
coefficients (R2).

3.5.1 Pseudo first-order equation. The earliest known equation describing the adsorption
rate based on the adsorption capacity is Lagergren’s pseudo-first-order model [45], which is
commonly expressed as follows:

dqt

dt
= k1(qe − qt ), (13)

where, qe and qt refer to the amount of Cr adsorbed (mg g−1) at equilibrium and at any time,
t (min), respectively, and k1 is the equilibrium rate constant of pseudo-first-order adsorption
(l min−1). Integrating equation (13) for the boundary conditions t = 0 to t and qt = 0 to qt

gives:

log

(
qe

qe − qt

)
= k1

2.303
t, (14)

which is the integrated rate law for a pseudo-first-order reaction. Equation (14) can be
rearranged to obtain the linear form:

log(qe − qt ) = log(qe) − k1

2.303
t. (15)

Values of the rate constant, k1, equilibrium adsorption capacity, qe, and the correlation
coefficient, R2, were calculated from the plots of log(qe − qt ) vs. t . Although the correlation
coefficients obtained from the pseudo-first-order model are found to be mainly high, the
calculated qe values do not agree with experimental values (table 2, figure 5). This indicates
that adsorption of Cr onto PGH is not an ideal pseudo-first-order reaction [26].

D
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 
A
t
:
 
1
2
:
4
8
 
1
5
 
J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 
2
0
1
1



420 A. El Nemr

Figure 5. Plot of Ce vs. qe experimental and calculated for pseudo-first-order (PFO) kinetics, pseudo-second-order
(PSO), Elovich model, and Intraparticle diffusion (Int. P. D.) model for the adsorption of Cr(VI) onto PGH (2–6 g l−1)

at initial Cr concentration (50 mg l−1), pH 1.0, and room temperature (25 ± 2 ◦C).

3.5.2 Pseudo second-order equation. The pseudo-second-order kinetic model was
further applied to the kinetic data [46]. The equation is commonly expressed as follows:

dqt

dt
= k2(qe − qt )

2, (16)

where k2 (g/mg min) is the equilibrium rate constant of pseudo-second-order adsorption.
Integrating equation (16) for the boundary conditions qt = 0 to qt and t = 0 to t gives:

(
t

qt

)
= 1

k2q2
e

+ 1

qe
(t). (17)

The initial adsorption rate, h (mg g−1 min−1) is expressed by the following equation (18):

h = k2q
2
e . (18)

If the plots of t/qt vs. t show a linear relationship, the pseudo-second-order kinetics will
become applicable. The linear plot t/qt vs. t shows a good agreement for the experimental
data with the pseudo-second-order kinetic model for adsorption of Cr on PGH. The correlation
coefficients (R2) for the second-order kinetics model are higher than 0.99. The second-order
rate constant, k2, and the equilibrium adsorption capacity, qe, were calculated from the inter-
cept and slope of the plots of t/qt vs. t . The calculated qe values agree very well with the
experimental data (table 2, figure 5). These suggest that the adsorption of Cr from aqueous
solution on PGH follows the pseudo-second-order model.

The pseudo-second-order rate constant (k2) decreased with increasing initial chromium
concentration from 25 to 50 mg l−1 (table 2), while the values of initial adsorption rate (h), the
rate of initial adsorption, practically increased with increasing initial chromium concentrations
(figure 6).
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Figure 6. Plot of h of the pseudo-second-order model at different initial Cr(VI) concentrations, PGH 2.0–6.0 g l−1,
pH 1.0, temperature 25 ± 2 ◦C.

3.5.3 Elovich kinetic equation. Elovich equation is a rate equation based on the adsorption
capacity commonly expressed as the following equation (19) [47–49]:

dqt

dt
= α exp(−βqt ), (19)

where α is the initial adsorption rate (mg g−1 min−1), and β is the desorption constant
(g mg−1) related to the extent of surface coverage and activation energy for chemisorptions.
Equation (19) is simplified by assuming αβ � t and by applying the boundary conditions
qt = 0 at t = 0, and qt = qt at t = t becomes:

qt = 1

β
ln(αβ) + 1

β
ln(t). (20)

Plots of qt vs. ln(t) and the Elovich constants α and β were calculated from the intercept
and slope, respectively (table 3). The correlation coefficients, R2 > 0.98, are comparable
with correlation coefficients obtained for the pseudo-second-order model, which reflected the
applicability of the Elovich model to the adsorption of Cr on PGH (figure 5).

3.5.4 Intraparticle diffusion model. Adsorption of any metal ions from its solution onto
any solid sorbent is a multi-step process starting with: (1) bulk diffusion defined as transport
of metal ions from solution to the surface of the solid particles; (2) film diffusion defined as
diffusion of metal ions via the boundary layer to the surface of the solid particles; and (3) pore
diffusion or intraparticle diffusion defined as transport of metal ions from the solid particle
surface to its interior pores. The third process is likely to be a slow process and may be the
rate-determining step. In addition, adsorption of metal ions at an active site on the solid phase
surface could also have occurred by chemical reaction such as ion-exchange, complexation,
and chelation. Metal-ion adsorption is usually controlled by either the intraparticle (pore
diffusion) or the liquid-phase mass transport rates [26]. If the experiment is a batch system
with rapid stirring, there is a possibility that intraparticle diffusion is the rate-determining step
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[52]. Weber and Morris [50] provided the rate for intraparticle diffusion by the relationship
between qt and the square root of time, t1/2, as shown in equation (21):

qt = Kdif t
1/2 + BL, (21)

where BL is related to the thickness of the boundary layer, and Kdif (mg g−1 min−1/2) is the
intraparticle diffusion rate constant. Kdif and BL values are calculated from the slope and
intercept of qt vs. t1/2 plots, respectively.

The intraparticle diffusion is another kinetic model to study the rate-determining step for
Cr adsorption onto PGH. A plot of qt vs. t1/2 for adsorption of Cr (25 and 50 mg l−1) on PGH
(2.0 g l−1) and the values of Kdif and BL are reported in table 3.

If the plot ofqt vs. t1/2 gave a linear relationship, the intraparticle diffusion would be involved
in the adsorption process, and it would be the controlling step if this line passed through the
origin [26]. The shape of plot of qt vs. t1/2 (figure 7) confirms that straight lines did not pass
through the origin for all PGH concentrations studied. The correlation coefficients ranged
between 0.611 and 0.993. The results obtained from intraparticle diffusion model indicate that
there are some degrees of boundary layer for the higher PGH concentrations, which indicates
that the intraparticle diffusion is not only the rate-controlling step for the adsorption of the Cr
on PGH (figure 5).

On the other hand, figure 8 shows the plot between C and Kdif vs. PGH concentrations.
The BL value was found to increase with increasing PGH concentration, which suggested
an increase in the thickness of the boundary layer and a decrease in the chance of external
mass transfer (hence the chance of internal mass transfer). The intraparticle diffusion rate
constant, Kdif , decreased with decreasing initial chromium concentration and increasing PGH
concentration (table 3).

3.6 Applicability on real wastewater and saline water

The applicability of chromium removal on PGH was tested using artificial and natural sea
water and real wastewater. The percentage of chromium removal by PGH from aqueous

Figure 7. Intraparticle diffusion model plot for the adsorption of Cr(VI) onto PGH (2.0 g l−1) at different initial
Cr concentrations (25 and 50 mg l−1) and room temperature.
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Figure 8. Plot of PGH concentrations (2.0–6.0 mg l−1) vs. intraparticle diffusion constant BL and Kdif values
obtained for different PGH doses at room temperature.

Table 4. Data obtained for the adsorption of Cr(VI) (25 mg l−1) from
different solutions using PGH (5.0 g l−1).

PGH

Solution of chromium used Removal % Maximum capacity (mg g−1)

Distilled water 100.00 10.48
Artificial sea water 98.12 10.22
Natural sea water 97.25 10.08
Wastewater 98.84 10.29

solution was not affected by replacing distilled water with artificial sea water, natural sea water,
or wastewater (table 4). Almost 98% removal of toxic chromium from synthetic sea water,
natural sea water, and wastewater was detected for PGH. Moreover, the maximum adsorption
capacities were not significantly changed by changing the type of chromium solution. The
presence of salt had no effect on the removal of chromium by PGH, suggesting that there
was no interaction between the salt and the PGH or the salt and the Cr. In real wastewater,
the higher concentration of chromium ions than the other pollutants may make Cr ions more
preferable for adsorbtion by PGH. On the other hand, the real wastewater may contain very low
concentrations from several pollutants that will have little effect on the removal efficiency of
chromium ions. These results indicate that the newly developed PGH is an applicable material
for removal of Cr(VI) ions from different types of aqueous solutions, including wastewater.

4. Conclusion

This study suggests that PGH is an effective adsorbent for the removal of toxic chromium from
its aqueous solution. The excess positive charge on the PGH surface enables the adsorption
of toxic chromium (VI) ions. The first-order and second-order kinetic models suggest that
the adsorption process preferably obeys the second-order kinetic models, which provides a
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higher correlation coefficient and calculated qe results comparable with the experimental qe.
However, the adsorption of chromium on PGH is a complex process and cannot be adequately
described by a single kinetic model throughout the whole process. The Elovich and intraparticle
diffusion models suggest that the intraparticle diffusion played a significant role, but it was not
the main rate-determining step during the adsorption process. The Langmuir, Freundlich, and
Generalized isotherm models fit the experimental data reasonably well, while the Tempkin and
Dubinin–Radushkevich isotherm models are not applicable. The PGH exhibits a maximum
adsorption capacity of 10.6 mg l−1. The percentage removal and maximum adsorption capacity
are not affected by sodium chloride ions in the solution or by replacing the distilled water
by natural sea water or real wastewater. Since the raw material PGH is freely available in
large quantities as a waste from the juice industries, the treatment method would seem to
be economical. Based on the above results, this relatively low-cost PGH is recommended as
an effective and cheap adsorbent for removal of chromium from textile effluents. Since the
ecotoxicological risk of Cr(VI) has been well documented, as mentioned in section 1, removal
of toxic Cr(VI) from wastewater using natural material such as PGH will certainly have a
positive effect on the ecosystems.
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